
 

 
 

DC/DOX Documentary Film Festival  
Announces Signature Screenings for Fourth Edition 

 
Festival to Open with GIVE ME THE BALL! -    

Portrait of Tennis Legend & Trailblazer Billie Jean King 
 

SARA BAREILLES: GOOD GRIEF and THE LORRAINE 
are Centerpiece, Spotlight Screenings 

 
EARTH, WIND & FIRE (TO BE CELESTIAL vs THAT’S THE WEIGHT OF THE WORLD) 

from Ahmir “Questlove” Thompson to Close 
 
 

ON EMBARGO UNTIL 8am PT / 11am ET April 29, 2026, WASHINGTON, DC — The DC/DOX 
documentary film festival has announced the Signature Screenings for their 2026 edition. The 
fourth annual DC/DOX will open with GIVE ME THE BALL!, Liz Garbus and Elizabeth Wolff’s 
portrait of tennis legend Billie Jean King, and close with EARTH, WIND & FIRE (TO BE CELESTIAL 
vs THAT’S THE WEIGHT OF THE WORLD) directed by Ahmir “Questlove” Thompson. The 
Centerpiece Screening will be SARA BAREILLES: GOOD GRIEF, directed by Josh Alexander, and 
the Spotlight Screening will be Sam Pollard’s THE LORRAINE.   
 
DC/DOX festival will be held June 11-14, 2026, in Washington, DC. Passes are currently available 
at dcdoxfest.com.  
 
“With our fourth year, DC/DOX continues to bring our audiences together with films that are 
not only beautifully made, but have something important to say,” said DC/DOX co-founder and 
festival director Sky Sitney. “These four films perfectly capture the ways documentary films can 
introduce us to new stories, give us a different perspective on ones we think we know, and 
inspire us to continue fighting for the kind of world we want to live in.” 
 
“DC/DOX remains committed to bringing together filmmakers, journalists, thought leaders, and 
film lovers of all kinds in the nation’s capital to celebrate these stories,” said DC/DOX co-
founder Jamie Shor. “In this Signature Slate, we are blown away by stories of courage: both in 
the personal and the public.” 
 
DC/DOX was founded in 2022 with the goal of bringing together innovative visions, bold voices, 
and timely stories in our nation’s capital. Last year’s edition featured over 90 films from 25 
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countries, including the World Premieres of the features IMMUTABLE, THE LAST CLASS, THE 
RIGHT TRACK, A SAVAGE ART: THE LIFE & CARTOONS OF PAT OLIPHANT, and STEAL THIS STORY, 
PLEASE! and the World Premieres of the shorts COACH, EDGE OF DAYBREAK, THE HUSTLE OF 
FUNNY, MAKING SPACES: THE LEGEND OF UNION ARTS, LA ORQUESTA, TO YOUR HANDS, and 
VS. GOLIATH: APPALACHIA.  
 
The festival also screened the DC premieres of THE ALABAMA SOLUTION, COME SEE ME IN THE 
GOOD LIGHT, CUTTING THROUGH ROCKS, and THE PERFECT NEIGHBOR, all of which went on to 
be Academy Award® nominees for Best Documentary Feature, and the DC premieres of ARMED 
ONLY WITH A CAMERA: THE LIFE AND DEATH OF BRENT RENAUD and PERFECTLY A 
STRANGENESS, which were both nominees for Best Documentary Short.  
 
The winner of the Academy Award® for Best Documentary Feature, MR. NOBODY AGAINST 
PUTIN, also made its DC Premiere at DC/DOX 2025. 
 
For more information on this year’s festival and registration, visit dcdoxfest.com. Further 
information about DC/DOX screenings and other special events will be announced in the 
coming weeks. 
 
 

DC/DOX 2026 Signature Screenings 
 
 

Opening Night Screening: Thursday, June 11 
GIVE ME THE BALL!: DIRS Liz Garbus and Elizabeth Wolff. PRODS Liz Garbus, Elizabeth Wolff, 
Dominic Crossley-Holland, Dan Cogan, Chris James, and Gentry Kirby. USA. 
This intimate portrait of tennis legend and trailblazer Billie Jean King reveals the personal toll 
behind the immense sacrifices she made to transform her sport—and the world. 
Courtesy of ESPN Films 
 
Centerpiece Screening: Friday, June 12 
SARA BAREILLES: GOOD GRIEF: DIR Josh Alexander. PRODS Daniel J. Chalfen and Josh 
Alexander. USA. 
Grammy-winning singer-songwriter Sara Bareilles returns to the recording studio with close 
friends for the first time in seven years in this raw, cinematic portrait of her creative process—
one that becomes a profoundly personal and ultimately hopeful reflection on recent loss and 
grief and the power of music to heal. 
 
Closing Night Screening: Saturday, June 13 
EARTH, WIND & FIRE (TO BE CELESTIAL vs THAT’S THE WEIGHT OF THE WORLD): DIR Ahmir 
“Questlove” Thompson. PRODS Dave Sirulnick, Samantha Grogin, KB White, Arron Saxe, and 
Ahmir “Questlove” Thompson. USA. 
Few bands are as influential or enduring as Earth, Wind & Fire. They displayed Black joy and 
excellence to the world. They imbued their music with metaphysical positivity to uplift 
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consciousness and empower everyone to be their best. In this captivating portrait, Academy 
Award-winning director Ahmir “Questlove” Thompson honors and explores the most beloved 
band we know the least about. 
Courtesy of HBO. 
 
Spotlight Screening: Sunday, June 14 
THE LORRAINE: DIR Sam Pollard. PRODS Dan Braun, Joe Wemple, and Ben Braun. USA. 
Renowned documentarian Sam Pollard tells the astonishing and inspiring story of the Lorraine 
Motel in Memphis, Tennessee—the site of the assassination of Reverend Martin Luther King 
Jr.—and of its remarkable owners, Walter and Loree Bailey. 
 
 
About DC/DOX 
DC/DOX is a documentary film festival showcasing powerful, timely stories in our nation’s 
capital, founded in 2022 by Jamie Shor and Sky Sitney. DC/DOX brings together bold voices, 
innovative visions, and truth-seekers in celebration of documentary cinema. Visit 
dcdoxfest.com and follow us at instagram.com/dcdoxfest and facebook.com/dcdoxfest. 
 
 
CONTACT: 
Elizabeth Ward, DC/DOX Publicity Manager, 401-626-0742, elizabeth@prcollaborative.com 
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